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Houses of Lancashire; Journal of the Historical Society of Lancashire and Cheshire)

I think that here we have an almost perfect example of the manor house of Elizabethan times, that
has not been altered and spoiled. The house stands back in a large garden, the whole surrounded by
a high wall, with considerable buildings attached ; and though now occupied as a farm house, it is
well looked after and cared for by both the owner, the Rev. Mr. Royds of Heysham, and the tenant.
The house, which almost faces east and west, is situated at Higher Heysham, about 5 miles south-
west of Lancaster, and about 2½ miles due south of the modern watering place of Morecambe, and
in times past must have been very secluded. The house is built of good, durable, and carefully-
dressed stone, that up to the present time has needed but a moderate amount of external renewal,
and what repairs have been done are in perfect harmony with the rest of the building. The house is
of two stories, with attics in the gables, extending from front to back, giving additional
accommodation.

 The plan of the house is the centre and two end wings. The front elevation presents three gables to
the front, the two end gables being about 19ft. wide, in a line with the smaller gable, in which is the
entrance porch. The two lower tiers of front windows are oblong in shape, transomed, and divided
by stone mullions into five lights, except the great hall window, which is of six lights. The top
windows in the gables are of three lights only, and without transoms. All the windows are protected
by hood mouldings, and are filled with diamond-shaped panes of glass, set in lead frames. The
chimney stacks are wide, and project 2ft. 6in. outside, built up square to the roof-line, at which
point they diminish by chamfered steps, each being surmounted bv two fine stone-built square-
shaped shafts, set diagonally, finished off with moulded tops. The corner of each eave and the ridge
of each gable are surmounted by finials, eight finials being on the front elevation. The roof appears
to be quite original and covered with the original grey slates, but the spouting seems modern. Near
the apex of the north-east gable is an ornamental stone panel, on which is carved what was most
probably the initials of the builder and the date, now almost obliterated and weather-worn, which,
as nearly as can be made out, is PE, RE, and a figure supposed to be a Tudor rose, and date 1598
(?), set in geometrical pattern. 



At the back of the house, the windows on the ground floor are of four lights, and of three lights on
the chamber floors. The porch entrance is 3ft. 9in. wide, and 6ft. 3in. high ; the entrance door inside
the porch is 3ft. lin. wide, and 6ft. I in. in height, and gives direct entrance into the great hall, which
measures 18ft. by 16ft. 6in., and has two heavy moulded beams to support the joists and flooring
boards above, the whole being whitewashed. The hall has a moulded, depressed, Tudor-arched
fireplace, 6ft. gin. wide, inside measurement, with small iron dog-grate or brazier. In the north-east
wing, on the ground floor, is the best sitting room, called the oak room, which, I was informed, was
panelled in carved oak, with some good -carved oak furniture, the room behind being used as a
bedroom. The south-west wing contains a small sitting room to the front, with kitchen and other
offices and stairs behind. The open fireplace in the kitchen was originally 9ft. wide, but a partition
has been built in, and a modern cooking-range inserted, leaving an open recess at one end. Most of
the rooms received new flooring about 1880, and other internal repairs. The staircase and most of
the doors are modern. 

This house had a secret chamber in the southwest chimney stack. This has now been opened out and
made into a hanging closet, and in the floor is a trap that gives admittance to the secret way of
escape down one side of the chimney to an underground passage. Another way of escape is entered
from the attic in the south-west gable. This also descends to below the ground level. Both of these
ways of escape were filled up, but have in recent years been cleared of rubbish to below the level of
the ground. All the rooms on the ground floor are nice, lofty, pleasant rooms. The house has a good
many fine specimens of old oak chairs, sideboards, and other pieces of furniture. Up to the present I
have not been able to ascertain whether any special history is attached to this house. 

Having presented to you what I believe to be another typical house of the past, allow me to say, in
concluding this paper, that I sincerely hope that the claims of the lesser halls and manor houses may
receive a greater portion of our thought and attention in the future than they have had in the past;
and I would urge upon everyone interested in this subject to use all his influence to preserve and
keep intact every landmark of past history, and especially the old hearths and homes that have come
down to our time, survivals which give us such an insight into the modes of life and living that
prevailed among our forefathers nearly three hundred years ago.


