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Ghosts of the long-dead saints and sinners, who lived, fought and died at Heysham
1000 years ago will be depicted walking abroad again and reliving their pasts when an
open-air dramatic presentation of their history is held in July.

The presentation 'Saints by the Shore' will, be the biggest event of its kind to be held in
the north, rivalling even the most famous of the Mystery Plays of York and Furness. It will
depict the history of the Christian Church in the area and will be performed under the
headland on which stand the ruins of St Patrick's Chapel - built in 967 when the Druid
strongholds of the time were smashed by the arrival of the first Christians from Ireland.

Costing nearly £3000, 'Saints by the Shore' is more vivid than a series of tableaux,
more dramatic than a mere pageant. It a re-creation of wars, of wild pagan orgies and rites,
of invasion and slaughter by Picts and Vikings and, on a more peaceful level, of life in
general from the monastic existence of monks during the early Christian era, through the
middle ages to the present day.

The production by Graham Suter of London has been split into three units each with its
own  sub-producer. The cast of 100-150 is made up of men and women of Morecambe and
Heysham most of whom have previous amateur acting experience. The presentation will
be entirely in mime with a pre-recorded narration played over loud speakers, to the 1000
people who are expected each night.   Mrs Marion Huddleston, of Morecambe, one of the
unit producers said "Mime is new to us here and we are all pleased at the chance to get to
grips with it. Mime is far more difficult to bring off well  because it is hard to make things
understood in the medium.

Much research has gone into the staging, costumes and history involved. Hundreds of
individuals have given up their time to organize, publicity and other administrative tasks
and to prepare the site where the presentation will be staged and which will use the setting
of the rocky headland against the sea as a natural backcloth.


