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Mr. Thomas Rawsthorne

Mr. Thomas Rawsthorne, Heysham Hall, about six miles from Lancaster, and on the shore of
Morecambe Bay, had a little herd of big, noble- looking Shorthorns, selected for him
by Mr. Wetherell, more than half-a-century ago. They were offered for  sale by auction by
Mr. Wetherell on April 17th, 1849, but several were bought in and afterwards sold privately.
The strains of Mr. Cartwright, of Tathwell, Lincolnshire, and Mr. Mason Hopper, in the
Tees Valley, were those principally represented, and the cattle were mostly of a type now
somewhat old fashioned, gay and strong-looking, heavy-fleshed, with large, deep fore
quarters and widely expanded ribs, but inclining to extravagance in the development over the
hips, which were big and thickly cushioned, and the hind quarters. The cows of the
Tathwell strain were a little heavier than that of Newham Grange. One, Young Peg, bore a
resemblance to the portrait of the famous Chilton cow, Gaudy, and her half sister, Nonpariel
4th, had similar characteristics with more length of frame. The heifers from those cows,
by Symmetry, a son of Mr. Mason Hoppers Belleville, were much more neatly moulded
and evenly fleshed, indeed much like the average cows of a good herd of the
present day. Some of Mr. Rawsthornes Shorthorns went into the Ulverston or Furness
district, and the herds of Mr. John Pritt, Mr. C. L. Whalley, and the late Mr. R.F.
Housman had their sources principally in the families dispersed from the Heysham Hall
herd, to which other families were from time to time added. One of the most powerfully
influential sires whose name is associated with Heysham Hall was Bedlamite 6774, whose
impress was distinctly traceable in the third and fourth generations of his descendants, and often
in a remarkable way, cows possessing all the style and qualities of high-class Shorthorns cropping
out in common dairy herds, where Bedlamites blood, diluted bycrossing with ordinary stock, had
been introduced. The bull was a son of Mr. Rowlandsons Newton 4506, whose sire, Mr. John
Maynards Harsley2091, had in his veins the strains of Mr. Smith, of Dishley, Col. Trotter,and Mr.
Robert Colling, including that of the Red Rose tribe of Barmpton through Pilot 496, while
Bedlamites dam had through her sire the strains of Mr. Mann, Mr. Shaftoe, Mr. Lax, and Mr. 
Wright.


