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Heysham Old Hall, a picturesque late 16th-century two-story house 
with mullioned and transomed windows and gables, is situated in 
Higher Heysham, standing back some distance from the road, from 
which it is separated by a well-kept garden and high fence wall. The
building, which is now a farmhouse, is constructed of dressed 
masonry in coursed blocks, and the roofs are covered with stone 
slates. The front faces south-east, and the plan follows the usual 
type with central hall and projecting end gabled wings 19 ft. wide, 
with a porch going up the full height and terminating in a smaller 
gable within the angle formed by the west wing. The hall measures 
18 ft. by 16 ft. 6 in. and is lighted on the south side by a window of 
six lights. The ceiling is crossed by two heavy moulded beams, and 
the fireplace opening, which has a four-centred arch, is 6 ft. 9 in. 
wide. All the other windows in the front elevation are of five lights 
except in the gables, where there are low openings of three lights to
the attics, and all have external hood moulds and retain their 
diamond glazing. The doorway has a low four-centred arched head 
under a square hood mould, and the gables have all stone finials. In
the apex of the east gable is a stone panel on which are carved 
what were probably the initials of the owner, now almost obliterated,
but which look like P.E., R.E., together with a Tudor rose and the 
date 1598 set within a geometrical pattern. In the west wing on the 
ground floor is an oak-panelled room, and the east wing has a small
parlour in front, with kitchen and offices behind, the kitchen retaining
its ancient fireplace opening 9 ft. wide, into which a modern range 
has been inserted. The building was restored about 1880, when the 
floors were renewed and a 'secret chamber' opened out in the 
south-west chimney stack. The house contains a quantity of good 
oak furniture. 


