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By 1584 the construction of Heysham ‘Old’ Hall was well under way. It had been
recorded earlier in the Stanley survey that Robert Edmondson held property containing 8
bays, 4 outbuildings and two gardens, with 14 acres of adjacent arable and meadow land,
for which he paid 27s 4½d per annum. This, it has been asserted, can only have been
Heysham ‘Old’ Hall. The survey of 1580 states: 
Note this tenement is divided into three parts whereof this Robert Edmondson hath half,
his son William a fourth part and William Mashiter another fourth part: either fourth part
is 9s 1½d rent with the mussel silver. 
The Edmondsons who are known to have paid ‘mussel money’ at this time were Robert
the elder, 3d; his son Robert, 1½d; and William, 4d. Although parts of the building were
still under construction it appears to have been advanced enough at the time of the survey
of 1580 to accommodate its three tenants. 
In accordance with his tenure Robert Edmondson, like most other smaller landholders,
was obliged to work a number of days per year shearing sheep and ploughing the land
belonging to the Manor House which was occupied at the time by John Clarkson the elder
and his son, John Clarkson Jnr. 
The location of the Manor House is difficult to determine. Since the time of the de Dacres
none of the succeeding Lords of the Manor appear to have resided at Heysham. For their
29 acres of adjacent arable land the Clarksons paid an annual ‘rent’ of £4 13s 4d. It
appears from this that the Clarksons may have been acting as stewards (holding the manor
on the Parkers’ behalf), in which case their residence, wherever it may have been, would
have been regarded locally as the Manor House. Along with the Mashiters the Clarksons
are known to have been already well established at Heysham by 1543. 
During the construction of Heysham ‘Old’ Hall a ‘Priest Hole’ was built into the rafters of
the west wing with a passage leading from it between the inner walls to a well in the floor.
This connected with a passage by the side of the chimney breast, and from there to an exit
by a buttress around which outhouses were built. 
Two years later in 1597, William Parker sold the Manor of Heysham to John Bradley who
died a few months after the purchase leaving the Manor to several co-heirs, and confusion
inevitably followed. 
The construction of Heysham Old Hall was completed in 1598. A stone in the east gable
bears this date, and beneath it is another stone twice inscribed with the initials ‘R E’
alongside a Tudor rose. Evidence indicates that William Edmondson was no longer in
residence (possibly deceased), the building being then occupied as the initials suggest by
Robert Edmondson the father, and his other son, Robert Jnr. (The Edmondson family
continued to occupy the building until late in the 17th century.)
........
From the late 17th century, when the Edmondsons finally vacated Heysham ‘Old’ Hall,
little is known about its owners or occupiers until 1805, when the premises were occupied
for two years by Samuel Bailey of the 9th Regiment of the Light Dragoons, and then for
three or four years by Richard Caton who purchased the property on June 1st 1807. Both



of these gentlemen owned large amounts of land and properties in other parts of Heysham.
(Quarry Road later became Bailey Lane.)
One Thomas Caton died on January 3rd  1811 (note by Heysham Heritage web editor: this
is Thomas Caton, of Middleton Brows Farm, Middleton, aged 59), and the same year, on
November 30th, Heysham Old Hall and lands adjacent were sold by auction by Richard
Caton. In the past this dwelling has been sometimes mistakenly referred to as the ‘Manor
House’, although none of its owners or occupiers were ever lords, or even stewards, of the
Manor of Heysham. 
A poster once preserved at the Hall gives particulars of the property of Richard Caton due
to be sold by auction at The Royal Oak in Lancaster. Here the building is referred to as the
‘Mansion House’, or Heysham Hall, commonly called ‘Wren Hall’. (The second Heysham
Hall was built several years later, giving cause for the inclusion of the term ‘old’ in
reference to the first.)


